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NOTES: 

 

If you are using a ready-made 
placemat, be sure to measure 
the actual placemat and put 
those dimensions in the dialog 
box.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Alt key lets you select and 
edit a part of a grouped design.  
 

Plan Your Project:  Placemat  
 
Setting up the File 

 Open New Blank Design. 
 Select Define Work Area in the Layout Toolbox.  
 Unlock Proportional Scaling.  
 Highlight the value in the Width and change it to 18”. Change 

the Height to 13”. 
 Choose your desired color.  
 Click OK.  

 
Add a Design 

 Select Insert Embroidery. 
 Navigate to the BERNINA Embroidery folder. 
 Select Alphabets & Monograms. Select NZ913. Click Open. 
 The design is placed in the center of the work area.  
 Before completing the layout, it is important to size the design, 

edit as desired, and orient the design the way you want it 
placed around the corners of the placemat.  

 
Edit the Design 

 Select Copy; then Paste.  
 To make it easier to edit, change the color of the object.  
 Select the original object in Color Film.  
 Click on Rotate Right one time.  
 Select the Copy in Color Film.  
 Click on Mirror X.  
 Move the copy away from the original.  
 Deselect.  
 Hold the Alt key and delete the thicker swirl at the edge of 

the original as well as the copy. 
 Move the copy as pictured.  
 Change the designs to the color of your choice by selecting 

Ctrl + A; then click on a color chip in the palette.  
 While the designs are still selected, click on the design to 

change the black squares to outlined squares. This places 
the design in rotation mode.  

 Rotate the design using the upper right handle.  
 Rotate until you see –23º in the flag.  

 
 
Placing the Design on the Layout 

 Click on the design once again to select the design. 
 Select Layout to Rectangular Work Area.  
 In the floating dialog box, change the Work Area Mar-

gin to 4 mm.  
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NOTES: 

Designs turn green when they 
are covered by a hoop in the 
Multi-Hooping Toolbox.  

 

 Click on the screen to activate. 
 Repeats of the design are placed in each corner, 4 mm from 

the edges of the work area.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Placing the Hoops 
 The designs in the placemat will not fit within a hoop, but 

can easily be stitched in two Mega Hoops.  
 Right click on Show Hoop.  
 Select BERNINA Mega Hoop, 400 x 150.  
 Place a dot in Manual. 
 Click OK.  
 Switch to the Multi-Hooping Toolbox.  
 Move the hoop so that the two designs on the left fit 

within the hoop, as well as the upper left corner of the 
work area. See Illustration.  

 The Multi-Hooping function will not need to be used 
because the same design will just be mirrored to stitch 
on the other side of the placemat.  

 Return to the Digitize Toolbox.  
 
 
 
Digitizing Placement Lines 

 Select the Open Object tool. 
 Single Outline should be selected.  
 Select a contrast color.  
 Zoom into the left corner for accuracy.  
 Place three left clicks along the edges and at the corner of the 

placemat. Make sure the clicks are within the hoop.  
 Press Enter to activate.  
 Select another contrast color and repeat the steps for the up-

per right corner.  
 Select File> Save As.  
 Navigate to the location to save the files and name this file, 

Placemat Layout. 
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NOTES: 

 

A digitized basting frame will be 
stitched after the placement line 
to hold the placemat in place 
before stitching the satin stitch-
es.  

The Ctrl key selects multiples 
within a design.  
 

Digitize a Basting Frame 
 Select the Closed Object tool.  
 Select another contrast color.  
 Right click on Single Outline in the Stitch Toolbar.  
 In Object Properties, change the Single Length to 5 mm.  
 Press OK.  
 Click around the two groups of the design in the design, 

making sure the clicks are within the work area.  
 
Changing the Sequence 

 In Color Film, select the corner placement line.  
 Select Move to Start.  
 Select the basting frame.  
 Select Back One color.  
 Save the file as Placemat Design.  
 Hold the Ctrl key and select the different segments of 

the swirl design within the Mega Hoop from the top de-
sign to the bottom of the design.  

 Select Sequence by Selects.  
 Draw a bounding box around the designs outside the hoop and 

press Delete.  
 Save the file as Left Placemat.  

 
 
Transferring the Files  

 Click on Write to Card/Machine to send the designs to a 
USB stick.  

 Select Ctrl + A to select all the components.  
 Select Mirror X to reverse the design for the other side of 

the placemat.  
 Save the file as Right Placemat.  
 Click on Write to Card/Machine to send the second de-

sign for stitching on the opposite side of the placemat.  
 
 
Stitching the Design 

 Hoop a layer of Aqua Mesh and Aqua Mesh Plus in the Mega 
Hoop. Aqua Mesh Plus should be on top.  

 Score the paper side of the Aqua Mesh Plus and remove the 
paper to expose the sticky part of the stabilizer.  

 Stitch the placement line. 
 Lay the placemat corner along the stitched placement line.  
 Stitch the basting frame to hold the placemat in place. 
 Finish stitching the design.   
 Repeat for the other side of the placemat.  


