Continuous Line Quilting: Automatic Method
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Setting up the File

Open New Blank Design.

Click on Insert Artwork.

Navigate to the saved artwork, Denise’s Image.
Click on Open.

Process the Artwork
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With the artwork selected, go to the Auto-Digitize Toolbox and
click on Magic Wand Centerline.

Click on the artwork.

Place a dot by Cartoon Processing and move the slider all the
way to the right.

Use the left arrow key to move the slider back until there are
two colors—black and white and the image reappears.

Click OK.

Zoom in and click on the black outline.

Press Esc.

Press Bitmap to hide the bitmap.

Editing the Design

This process creates a design with a double run line around
the image and is not the best for continuous quilting.

A lot of editing is required to convert this image into a single
continuous line of quilting.

If you zoom into the design, the lines are also separated where
the lines in the image crossed over.

Select the design and click on Reshape.

There are many, many control points and the large number of
control points does not create a smooth line.

Press Esc.
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NOTES:

Thanks to Denise Jones, Quilt-
ing & Longarm Specialist for
BERNINA of America, for the
drawing!

This process sharpens the out-
lines.
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Continuous Line Quilting: Manual Method  : notes:

P . A digitized line with the Open
Manually Digitizing for Quilting Object tool will be much cleaner

Se|eCt the deS|gn and preSS Delete because there are fewer d/g/t-
Click on Show Bitmap. ized control points.

Right click on the Single Outline.

Change the length to 3 mm.

Click OK.

Select the Open Object tool in the Digitize Toolbox.

Begin at the left of the image with a left click.

Continue around the image with right clicks and end with a left
click.

Press Enter to activate the stitches.

» Press Esc. The grid will change colors
| ° Select the stitches and make any changes you wish by clicking i when the design is resting a
on Reshape. grid line.

e Press Esc. \ \

Checking for Alignment of Starts & Stops =

‘:83 » Hide the image once again. 46

« Right click on Show Grid. "
+ Place a dot by Show design grid.
+ Place a check mark by Snap to grid.
+ Click OK. " R

o Move the left side of the design to a grid intersection “‘\\ ;’j E\

and release it when the grid intersections turn red. .
Lrlk o Select Reshape.

e Zoom in on the end point and make sure the last con-
trol point ends on the gridline like the start point.

« If it does not align, select it and move it so that it is on
the same gridline.

« You can also add a control point; then move the end point if Tip: Make a quick clone by
needed for a smoother transition, as shown in the second illus- : right clicking and dragging to
tration. check the transition; then delete

° Press Esc_ the clone.
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Quilt Layout
D « Select the Layout Toolbox; click on Define Quilt Block.

o Change the size to 4” (the width of your border).
o Click OK.

! o Select the design.

| e Click on Auto Fit to Quilt Block.
o The design shrinks to fill the quilt block.
o Deactivate Show Quilt Block.
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Adding Multiple Designs

Right click on Show Hoop.

Select the BERNINA Mega Hoop; check Show Hoop; click OK

Switch to the Multi-Hooping Toolbox and select the hoop.
Click on Rotate Left two times.

Switch back to the Digitize Toolbox.

Select the design; select Copy; then Paste.

Place this copy to the right of the second design.

Zoom in to the copy to align the start and end points.
Select the second design; then select Copy and Paste.
Move the third copy to the right of the second copy.
Once again, zoom in to align the start and the end.

Hold the Ctrl key and select the copies; then select the original
design. Click on Align Bottom in the Arrange Toolbox.

Right click and select Group.

Addlng Alignment Markers

If the grid has been deactivated, reactivate it.
Check that the start and stop points still align with a horizontal
gridline and that the first stitch snaps to a gridline.
In the Digitize Toolbox, select Basting Stitch Marker.

+ Select the Cross 2.

+ Click OK.
Zoom in and place the marker on the same vertical gridline as
the start point of the stitch on the opposite side (top) of the first
design. Place the marker on a horizontal guideline too.
Click with two left clicks to set the marker.
Use the scroll bars on the screen to scroll so that the end of the
last design is moved up to the top of the ruler.
Click on the ruler at a point that coincides with the last stitch of
the design to add a guideline. This may not be on a gridline.
Zoom in to the end point and fine-tune the position of the
guideline by clicking and dragging on the yellow marker in the
ruler until it aligns with the last stitch.
Reselect the Basting Stitch Marker, Cross 2, and press OK.
Set another marker with two left clicks on the same horizontal
gridline as the first and on the vertical guideline that corre-
sponds to the end of the last design.
Press Esc.
Select the first marker and change the color to green.
In Color Film, move the green marker to stitch first by selecting
it in Color Film and selecting Move to Start.

Change Auto Start & End

Right click on Show Hoop.
Uncheck At start needle position. Click OK.
Select Design> Auto Start & End.
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| NOTES:

Selecting in this order aligns the
copies with the original object.
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Set the Start Needle Position to the First stitch of design and the
End Needle Positon to the Last stitch of the design. Click OK.
Select the quilting design.

Open Object Properties; Connectors tab.

Place a dot in front of Never tie-off and Never tie-in. Click OK.
Save the file as Digitized Quilting Design.

Click on Write to Machine to send the design to the USB stick.

Reverse Design

When you start in the middle of the border; then work on the oth-
er half of the border in the opposite direction, you must rese-
quence the stitching order of the design.

Select the quilting design; right click and Ungroup the design.
Hold the Ctrl key and select the red marker, the right, middle,
and left designs; then the green marker.

Select Sequence by Selects in Color Film.

Save the file as Reversed Digitized Quilting Design.

Send the design to the machine.

Stitching the Design

Quilt Preparation

Mark the vertical and horizontal centers of the quilt border with a
washable marker.

Place the quilt border lengthwise in the hoop at the vertical cen-
ter of the border. The horizontal center should be toward the top
of the hoop. Hoop the front, batting, and the backing.

Use the plastic template to keep the quilt straight in the hoop.
The more accurate you are with this; the easier time you will
have in aligning the design.

Select the design to stitch in the machine. Align the first stitch of
the design with the horizontal line marked on the quilt. Use Move
Motif as needed to align the first design.

Stitch the first design, including the markers.

Aligning the Next Design

Re-hoop the border, making sure that the border is hooped
straight. Use the plastic template grid so that the grid remains
parallel to the vertical mark on the quilt border.

Align the first stitch of this design with the last stitch of the previ-
ous design.

Zoom into the screen and touch the green marker.

Align the needle position of this marker with the stitched end
marker of the other design.

Use Move Motif if needed.

Stitch the second design.

Repeat as needed for finishing one side of the border.

Use the reversed design to stitch down the other side.
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NOTES:

By activating Never Tie-in and
Never Tie-Off, thread tails can
be buried in the quilt, but they
must also be deactivated in the
machine.

The batting serves as the stabi-
lizer for this design.

Machine Preparation:

¢ Use the same thread in the
top and bottom.

¢ Use balanced tension.

¢ Deactivate the thread cutters
in your machine. The thread
tails will not be cut and the
threads can be buried in the
quilt.

¢ Deactivate tie-ins and tie-offs
in the machine.

Note: If you don’t mind the tie-
ins and offs for the design, you
can reactivate them in Object
Properties and keep the thread
cutters activated.

If you have Pinpoint Placement
on your machine, this can be
used in place of Absolute
Check.

Page 4
DL



